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Return to Learn: Aiken County Public Schools Adult Education Welcomes 

Students 

 
At age 32, Tracey Fulmer said she’d pretty much given up on continuing her education. 

After all, she had her first child at age 15 and, like many young single mothers, found it 

too difficult to manage the demands of school and responsibilities of motherhood.   

 

“From the moment I laid my eyes on my oldest daughter,” Ms. Fulmer said, “she was my 

world and has been ever since.” Through the adolescent years of her daughter and 

blessing of additional children, Tracey worked jobs that didn’t require a high school 

diploma or GED and struggled on lower than adequate wages to provide for herself 

and children.  

 

As Tracey stood at the podium at graduation last spring, she looked out into the crowd 

of other adults who had experienced similar, beautiful challenges to achieving their 

goals. Tracey said she was grateful that, although she had all but given up on her 

education, others, including a supportive family and Aiken County’s Adult Education 

Program’s devoted staff, had not.  

 

Aiken County’s Adult Education Program offers FREE opportunities to adults like Tracey 

to obtain their GED or High School Diploma. In an effort to achieve its mission of helping 

“all adult students reach their full educational potential and become more productive 

citizens,” also being offered are WorkKeys classes, basic education for adults with 

limited reading, writing, spelling and math skills, and classes to international students 

learning English as a second language (ESL).  

 

Aiken County Public Schools invites all adult students to return to learn in a safe 

environment with emphasis on high achievement and career preparation. The program 

has flexible hours and convenient locations throughout the county offering no cost 

opportunities for adults to continue and complete their education. Free childcare is also 

available to parents through Freedman Parenting Center (with required parenting 

classes).  

 

Before Tracey proudly exited the stage in her cap and gown, she shared the one thing 

she knew for sure: “Anyone can do it…you just have to take that first step into a better 

life. Take that step. It’s worth it and you are worth it!”   

 

Register next week (August 24-27) and take the first step, like Tracey did, to a better life. 

Visit acps.schoolfusion.us or call (803) 641-2476 for further information.  
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